wvCnoed: Apoil 17, 1044
. File o, 3%268-L3

REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS £OARD
on the
Investigatior oFf cn Accident Involving .arcraft
Durang o Loeal Fleasure Flight

John William Thies and his wifc were seriously injured 1n cn accildent
which cccurred on o raonch approximately 18 miles northiest of Ogallzaln,
Nebraska, about 11 hO Ge.Me On August 1, 19243. Thies held 2 private pilot
certifieate with o single-engine land, 0-80 h.p. rating. He hed flown approxi-
metely 200 solo hours, ~11 in the type of airplane invelved. DMrs. Thies was
nct ecrtifice ted as 2 prlet. The cireraft, an seronca KCa, NC 21067, powered
by 2 Continentol 50 he.p. engine and owned by the pilot, vas demolished.

Prlot .Thies nnd his wife took off from the Ogallale lMumiciprl sirport
nbout 11+30 o.me on a local plecnsure flaght. Aboubl ten minutes later they
were observed in the vicinity of their ranch and that of & neighboring rancher,
northwest of Ogollalo,., Onc witness stated that she heard an airplane
spproaching from the north and as 1t passed over her at on altitude of approxi-
mtely 500 feet she recognized 1t as belonging to John Thies, o neighbor
rancher. The pilot continued his southerly course for about 500 yards, then
mde o verticsl bank to the right, during which he stalled the plane. It
fell off, m-~ae one turn of o spin rnd crashed, eoming to rest in an 1nverted
position in o creck with the enpine submerged in threc feet of watler.

There was no svidenee of failure of any part of the aireraft prior to
the accadent and the monner in whiech the propeller was broken indic.ted thot
full power wns being devcloped ot the time of ampact. The weather was clear
and ealm with o tempernture of 97°. It appeers-quite probablc that the pilot,
In makine a vertiesl bank, failed to tnke into considerction the following
factors which might hrve contributed to his faulty pilobing techrmaguer The
low horse power plene was fully leden (Thies and his passenger cach wcighed
approxumately 175 pounds and tac plane hod becn fueldd to capacaty just prior
to take=off) ond was being flown over terraia %500 fect -bove sea level,
which, together with the high temperaturc, would tend to couse the caircraft
to stall rather casilye.

The probabple causs of this accident wos poor piloting technique on the
part of Thies in stalling the ~ireroft whilc mmncuvering ot - low altitude.
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